
What we’re constructing…
In August 2002, Reclamation began construction on a new headgate and fish screen for the “A” Canal, a key
facility of the Klamath Project.  The existing facility, originally constructed in 1907, requires modernization to
provide reliable water supplies and protect endangered fish.

During the irrigation season, endangered Lost River and shortnose suckers in Upper Klamath Lake are easily
entrained, that is, caught in the waters released to the canal.  Entrainment contributes to population decline
because adult and juvenile fish are unable to return to the lake to reproduce.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service first identified the need for Reclamation to install a permanent fish screen in 1992 and granted
several extensions as options were studied.

Final design of the fish screen project involves:
v Removing the existing gates
v Building a new gate structure and trash rack
v Installing a new V-shaped fish screen in the canal
v Installing a pump station and outlet to the lake as a primary fish bypass
v Building an underground pipeline to the Klamath River below Link River Dam as a secondary gravity

fish bypass

The project, which has an estimated cost of $16,000,000, is on an accelerated schedule.  Secretary of the
Interior Gale Norton is committed to completing the headgate, fish screen, and primary bypass facilities by
April 2003, for the start of the irrigation season.  Reclamation awarded the construction contract to Slayden
Construction Company of Slayton, Oregon.

Reclamation appreciates the community’s cooperation during the construction period.
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Benefits to the community…
The critical water resource issues confronting
the Klamath Basin underscore the need for
immediate action.  This project is an important
component of the solution because it works to:

v Provide reliable water deliveries to irrigated
agriculture, an important sector of the
Klamath Basin community

v Protect endangered Lost River and
shortnose suckers important to the ecology
of Upper Klamath Lake and to cultural
communities in the Klamath Basin

An Environmental Assessment and Finding of No
Significant Impact were released in April 2002 and
are available at Klamath area libraries or online at
http://mp.usbr.gov/kbao/.

“A” Canal Headgate, constructed 1907.



What to expect if you live or travel in the area…
Neighbors living near the A-Canal or folks who regularly travel on Nevada Avenue likely will be affected by:

v Haul truck traffic on Nevada and California avenues
v Activities at the construction office trailers and equipment yard on the Nevada Avenue side of the canal
v Excavation and construction in the lake and along the canal
v Work schedules from 6 a.m. to midnight during some periods
v Lighting for extended work hours and security
v Elevated noise and dust levels

Design specifications require the construction contractor to utilize methods and procedures to reduce these
impacts to the extent possible.  Reclamation is also coordinating with the City of Klamath Falls to implement
traffic control measures.

As a good neighbor, Reclamation wants to work closely with residents to address the effects
of these construction activities.  Your questions and comments are welcome.

FOR INFORMATION

Klamath Basin Area Office
6600 Washburn Way

Klamath Falls, OR 97603-9365
541/883-6935

Internet Site:
http://www.mp.usbr.gov/kbao

Construction Information Line:
1-800-742-9474 and enter 2-8

Project Schedule

Oct. - Dec. 2002
Build temporary
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existing headgate
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